 Cornerstone: Comic Introduction
Identifying Relationships between Text and Images
 
In comics and graphic novels, there are relationships between the pictures/images and the words in each panel. Specifically, there are 4 different types of relationships:

1) Redundant

2) Contrasting

3) Complementary

4) Unrelated

 

Redundant means the words and the image say the same thing. It is useful if you need to make an important point crystal-clear or if your audience is less flexible (as with young children or those who speak another language).
EXAMPLE = Person smiling saying, “I’m happy.”
 

Contrasting means the words and the image convey opposites. This will startle the reader or suggest sarcasm. For example, the opposite of fire is no fire (or water, right?! Think broadly).

EXAMPLE = Person frowning saying, “This is the happiest day of my life.”
Complementary means the words and image combined tell an idea that neither alone completely expresses.

EXAMPLE = Person walking saying, “I am on my way to school.”
Unrelated means there are no obvious connections between the words and the image. It can suggest confusion, stream-of-consciousness, altered states, or poetic associations.

EXAMPLE = Person walking saying, “E=MC2 is the most brilliant thing a person has ever created.”
Directions:  Practice writing each relationship with the same image below.
REDUNDANT





CONTRASTING
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COMPLEMENTARY




UNRELATED

Directions: After practicing the four types of relationships on the same panel, you will now search through Maus to identify examples of those relationships. Make sure to describe the picture and the text and why it is that relationship.

 

REDUNDANT
Picture: ______________________________________________________________________________

Text: ________________________________________________________________________________
 

Why is it a redundant relationship? ________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
 

CONTRASTING
Picture: ______________________________________________________________________________
Text: ________________________________________________________________________________

 

Why is it a contrasting relationship? _______________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 

COMPLEMENTARY
Picture: ______________________________________________________________________________

Text: ________________________________________________________________________________

  
Why is it a complementary relationship? ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

 

UNRELATED
Picture: ______________________________________________________________________________

Text: ________________________________________________________________________________

 

Why is it an unrelated relationship? ________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

Reflection Question: What do comics or graphic novels offer the reader that novels or picture-free books do not?  How will that change the reading experience?  Explain your answers.

Prediction Question:  How will the author of Maus convey perspective/message on a historic human tragedy in Maus differently than the author of the anchor text?  Explain your answer.

